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Mr.  Chairman,  Nurse  Richardson  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  1962. 

As  in  previous  years,  I have  confined  myself  largely  to  facts.  Where 
opinion  has  entered,  it  is  based  on  observation  and  information  gained  in 
the  course  of  my  work. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  V.  G.  Hudson,  will  deal  with 
environmental  health  in  his  section  of  the  report. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  his  staff,  and  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued 
interest  and  support.  I remain  fortunate  in  having  so  able  a colleague  as 
Mr.  Hudson,  who  bears  with  astonishing  equanimity  the  brunt  of  the  many 
problems  which  pour  into  the  Public  Health  Department.  To  him  and  to 
Mr.  Morgan  and  Mr.  Lowis  I record  my  gratitude  for  their  help  and  good 
work  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HOPE  LAMB, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

August  1963. 
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VITAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

A slight  fall  in  the  estimated  mid-year  population  has  been  recorded 
by  the  Registrar  General. 

There  is  an  excess  of  126  in  birtlis  over  deaths,  an  increase  from  last 
year’s  figure  of  108.  The  birth  rate  remains  higher  than  that  of  England 
and  Wales  as  9 whole,  and  more  than  double  the  death  rate,  which  is  practi- 
cally unchanged,  being  slightly  less  than  the  national  figure.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  has  risen  from  7.8  to  25.8  per  1000  live  births,  but  this  reflects 
only  an  additional  5 infants  deaths,  the  threefold  increase  resulting  from 
the  relatively  low  denominator,  271  live  births. 

The  following  population  figures  include  H.M.  Forces.  As  last  year, 
I am  beginning  with  1951,  the  year  of  the  previous  national  census.  The 
other  figures  are  estimated  mid-year  populations. 


1951 

, , , , 

14,340 

1958 

.... 

14,330 

1959 

.... 

14,420 

1960 

.... 

13,380 

1961 

13,780 

1962 

. • • . 

13,710 

Habitable  Houses  1959: 

premises 

4366, 

licensed  caravans 

60 

Habitable  Houses  1960: 

premises 

4386, 

licensed  caravans 

60 

Habitable  Houses  1961: 

premises 

4449, 

licensed  caravans 

85 

Habitable  Houses  1962: 

premises 

4505, 

licensed  caravans 

97 

The  area  of  Caistor  Rural  District  is  119,  992  acres.  Taking  the  esti- 
mated mid-year  1962  population  of  13,710,  this  gives  8.8  acres  per  person, 
or  73  persons  to  the  square  mile. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  District  on  31st  March,  1962  was  102,226, 
and  the  product  of  a penny  rate  for  the  year  ended  31st  March  1962,  was 
£432-1  l-9d. 

Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  1962 

England  & Wales 

Caistor  R.D.  (provisional) 


Total  live  births 

271 

— 

Illegitimate  live  births 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year 

16 

' 

population,  corrected 

22.8 

18.0 

Total  Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year 

145 

population,  corrected 

10.4 

11.9 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  old 

3 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  old 

4 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  old 
Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  old 

7 

per  1,000  live  births 

25.8 

21.6 

Stillbirths 

Deaths  from  all  malignant  neoplasms 

7 

and  leukaemia 

Deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and 

26 

circulatory  system 

85 

— 

Causes  of  Death  in  Caistor  Rural  District  during  1962 


Male  Female 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ....  ....  . ..  1 3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  limg,  bronchus  ....  ....  2 2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  — 3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  — 1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ....  6 7 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ....  ....  ....  .•••  1 — 

Diabetes  ....  ....  ....  ••••  — 1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ....  ....  12  9 

Coronary  disease,  angina  14  12 
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Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ....  3 3 

Other  heart  disease  7 14 

Other  circulatory  disease  ....  ....  ....  4 7 

Influenza  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  2 1 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 2 

Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ....  ....  1 1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ....  ....  ....  — 1 

Congenital  malformations  ....  ....  ....  — 1 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases  ....  ....  7 7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 1 

All  other  accidents  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ....  ....  ....  1 — 


Total  67  78  ....  145 

Deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  dominated 
all  others  ; but  this  is  no  more  than  a reflection  of  the  terminal  causes  of 
death  in  old  people.  The  “homicide  and  operations  of  war”  was  the  sudden 
death  of  an  elderly  man,  attributed  to  war  injury  45  years  earlier. 

I have  again  prepared  from  my  copies  of  local  death  registrations  a 
graph  showing  the  ages  at  death  for  both  sexes.  The  continuous  line  is  for 
males,  the  broken  line  for  females.  The  pattern  is  much  the  same  as  last 
year’s,  showing  that  adult  males  start  to  die  off  sooner  than  females.  At  the 
end  of  the  scale  there  were  2 males  and  9 females  who  lived  beyond  the  age 
of  90,  over  one  thirteenth  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 


+• 


years 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Home  Health  Services 

All  the  home  health  services  are  the  responsibility  of  Lindsey  County 
Council.  District  nurses  and  health  visitors  come  under  their  authority,  and 
they  provide  various  services  such  as  chiropody,  health  education,  infant 
and  child  welfare,  supervision  and  after-care  including  mental  illness. 

Isolation  Hospitals 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospitalisation  are  dealt  with  by 
the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Mental  Health  Services 

Treatment  is  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hos- 
pital Board.  As  already  indicated,  supervision  and  after-care  are  carried  out 
by  trained  staff  employed  by  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Treatment  Centres 

Treatment  and  after-care  of  tuberculosis  are  dealt  with  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  The  nearest  centres  are  at  Brigg,  Grimsby  and  Lincoln. 

School  Clinics 

Pupils  in  the  area  are  served  by  the  School  Clinics  at  Brigg  and  Market 
Rasen,  the  latter  being  conducted  by  myself. 

Dental  Treatment 

Lindsey  County  Council  arrange  treatment  for  mothers  and  children. 
The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  K.  H.  Davis,  holds  a dental  clinic 
at  Market  Rasen  and  has  a mobile  clinic  for  visits  to  schools. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Laboratory  examinations  are  mostly  done  at  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, St.  Annes  Road,  Lincoln,  and  sometimes  at  Grimsby  and  District  Hos- 
pital. The  Lincoln  Laboratory  also  provides  smallpox  vaccine  and  antigens 
not  normally  needed  and  hence  not  available  from  the  Public  Health 
Department  of  Lindsey  County  Council.  Numerous  specimens  of  all  kinds 
are  examined  weekly,  and  the  Director,  Dr.  Croll,  is  always  ready  to  give 
personal  advice  and  to  come  out  on  visits  if  asked  to  do  so.  We  greatly 
appreciate  his  help. 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Northern  Analysts  in  Hull. 
Ambulance  Service 

The  National  Fire  Service  continued  to  supervise  all  ambulances  during 
1962.  An  ambulance  can  normally  be  obtained  through  the  patient’s  own 
doctor,  and  in  emergency  by  asking  the  telephone  operator  for  the  ambu- 
lance station. 

Liaison 

I have  continued  to  enjoy  good  liaison  with  the  local  general  practit- 
ioners and  have  the  pleasure  of  attending  their  meetings,  the  only  whole -time 
public  health  medical  officer  to  do  so;  it  makes  for  even  better  personal 
relations.  I also  enjoy  good  co-operation  with  other  members  of  the  public 
health  services  in  the  area. 
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NOTIFIABLE  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  has  been  compiled  from  the  Registrar  General’s 
weekly  returns  from  6th  January  to  29th  December,  1962.  Diseases  which 
did  not  occur  throughout  tlie  years  shown  have  beem  omitted. 

Disease  1962  1961  1960  1959 


Measles 

64 

479 

84 

211 

VCTooping  Cough 

1 

52 

23 

22 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

26 

25 

18 

Pneumonia 

12 

11 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

3 

2 

3 

4 

Tuberculosis,  non-pulmonary 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Poliomyelitis,  paralytic 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

4 

15 

5 

Food  poisoning 

45 

7 

2 

2 

Encephalitis,  infective 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

0 

As  expected,  1962  saw  a low  incidence  of  measles.  In  fact,  of  the  64 
cases  7 occurred  in  November  and  53  in  December,  showing  that  the  biennial 
high  incidence  of  the  disease  does  not  stick  to  the  calendar. 


The  dramatic  drop  in  whooping  cough  must  surely  have  been  influenced 
by  the  increasing  sensibility  of  young  mothers  in  having  their  babies  im- 
munised with  “Triple  Antigen”,  which  includes  whooping  cough  vaccine. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  also  an  appreciable  fall  in  the  incidence 
of  scarlet  fever.  This,  of  course,  may  mean  no  more  than  a reduced 
number  of  streptococcal  infections  displaying  a rash. 

Of  the  pneumonias,  7 occurred  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year, 
5 of  them  being  notified  as  “influenzal”.  Of  the  remainder,  one  occurred 
in  June  and  the  other  4 in  the  last  four  months,  3 in  November  and  December. 
In  fact,  there  was  a thirteenth  notification  on  31st  December,  which  would 
appear  in  the  first  weekly  return  of  1963. 

The  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  remained  low  and  once  again 
we  had  a year  free  of  poliomyelitis. 

For  the  second  successive  year  a case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was 
notified.  This  in  the  opinion  of  the  general  practitioner  was  probably  due 
to  sensitivity  to  argyrol  eye  drops. 

The  absence  of  notifications  of  dysentery  probably  means  no  more  than 
that  there  was  no  cases  severe  enough  to  call  in  the  doctor. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  summer  term  there  was  a outbreak  of  food 
poisoning  at  a secondary  school,  affecting  members  of  the  staff  and  pupils. 
Of  59  people  who  took  lunch  one  day,  45  developed  diarrhoea,  most  of  them 
between  8 o’clock  the  same  evening  and  9 o’clock  next  morning.  The 
patients  had  all  recovered  sufficiently  to  resume  work  48  hours  after  the 
outbreak.  Investigation  revealed  that  the  roast  beef  served  at  the  lunch 
was  one  of  two  large  joints  which  had  been  cooked  three  days  earlier  and  from 
which  gravy  was  made.  The  joints  and  the  gravy  were  then  kept  in  a re- 
frigerator, half  the  gravy  being  used  on  the  day  previous  to  the  outbreak,  the 
remainder  at  next  day’s  lunch.  One  of  the  cases  of  diarrhoea  ate  no  meat 
but  took  gravy. 

A profuse  growth  of  heat-resistant  Clostridium  welchii  was  isolated  from 
the  meat  served  at  lunch,  meat  from  the  unused  joint,  a jug  in  which  gravy 
had  been  made,  and  from  8 of  the  victims. 

The  uneaten  beef,  about  12-14  lbs.  was  removed,  disinfected  and 
buried,  and  I advised  the  school  catering  staff  about  the  importance  of  not 
cooking  meat  in  too  large  portions,  nor  keeping  meat  and  gravy  too  long  and 
reheating  them  before  consumption. 
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An  interesting  sequel  was  the  discovery  of  a heavy  growth  of  staphy- 
lococcus aureus,  itself  a potential  cause  of  food  poisoning,  in  the  stools  of 
one  of  the  domestic  staff  who  was  a victim  of  the  outbreak.  At  first  the 
organism  was  regarded  as  a contaminant,  but  she  had  a recurrence  of 
abdomina’  symptons  and  a second  stool  also  produced  the  organism.  I 
therefore  excluded  her  from  work  until  three  further  weekly  specimens 
had  all  proved  negative. 


Puerperal  pyrexia  is  a very  unusual  occurrence  these  days.  The  case 
had  been  delivered  of  a baby  at  home,  and  there  were  no  adverse  circum- 
stances. She  made  a satisfactory  recovery. 

A case  of  erysipelas,  a disease  not  shown  in  the  Registrar  General’s 
weekly  returns,  was  notified  during  the  year.  It  developed  in  a boy  over 
an  injured  knee.  He  too,  made  a good  recovery.  For  the  record,  the 
previous  case  of  erysipelas  notified  was  in  1958. 

Among  conditions  not  notifiable,  there  was  an  outbreak  of  vomiting 
among  children  and  staff  of  a county  school  one  day  after  lunch.  Samples 
of  the  food  and  milk  and  some  faeces  specimens  all  proved  negative  for 
pathogenic  organisms.  Unfortunately,  no  vomit  specimens  were  obtainable. 
Only  one  of  the  eight  victims  had  diarrhoea.  The  pattern  did  not  suggest 
food  poisoning;  other  children  had  been  sick  before  that  day.  I concluded 
that  it  was  probably  part  of  an  outbreak  of  the  virus  infection  sometimes 
known  as  “winter  vomiting”. 

Following  several  complaints  of  diarrhoea,  headache  and  sickness  12-16 
hours  after  eating  at  a country  hostelry,  specimens  were  taken  of  part  of  a 
complete  meal  and  of  stools  of  affected  people.  While  all  the  specimens 
proved  negative,  our  interest  in  the  premises  put  an  end  to  the  complaints. 

Four  instances  of  brucella  abortus  in  cattle  came  to  light  during  the 
year  . In  three  the  milk  was  subject  to  pasteurisation,  so  no  action  was  called 
for  beyond  warning  the  producer  not  to  let  anyone  drink  the  raw  milk.  In 
the  fourth,  which  occurred  at  the  very  end  of  the  year,  the  milk  was  not 
subject  to  pasteurisation,  but  the  producer,  who  was  about  to  sell  his  business, 
agreed  to  exclude  the  milk  of  the  affected  cows,  thus  sparing  me  the  need  to 
serve  him  with  a heat  treatment  order. 

It  is  still  mooted  in  some  quarters  that  brucellosis  in  human  beings 
should  be  notifiable.  Since  animals  are  regularly  checked,  the  disease  is 
readily  revealed  at  the  source,  and  I cannot  see  what  advantage  would  result 
from  notification  of  cases  which  are  necessarily  secondary  to  infection  in 
animals. 

During  August  I was  informed  that  two  people  had  arrived  in  the  Dist- 
rict off  a ship  in  which  there  had  been  a case  of  smallpox.  I revaccinated 
them  that  same  afternoon. 

Investigation  into  Possible  Contamination  of  Butchermeat 

From  March  1961  we  had  co-operated  with  Dr.  Croll  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln  in  an  investigation  into  the  possible  contami- 
nation of  butchermeat,  for  which  purposes  we  had  been  sending  weekly 
samples  of  meat  and  drain  swabs  to  die  Laboratory  with  unfailing  regularity. 
On  only  two  isolated  occasions  had  there  been  a positive  result,  and  with 
Dr.  Cr oil’s  agreement  the  investigation  was  terminated  in  December  1962. 
The  general  practitioners  in  Caistor  had  co-operated  in  the  detection  of 
possible  cases,  and  this  co-operation,  so  typical  of  our  good  relations,  was 
greatly  appreciated.  The  local  butchers  were  equally  co-operative. 
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IMMUNISATION 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  for  the  follow- 
ing lists  of  immunisations  in  Caistor  Rural  District  during  1962. 

Under  five  Between  five  and 
years  of  age  fourteen  years  Boosting 

at  date  of  at  age  of  date  Doses 

immunisation  immunisation 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  3 6 115 


Diphtheria 

Under 

& Whooping 
Cough 

1 1 

2 3 4 

5-9  10-14  Total 

Immunisations 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria, 
Tetanus  and 
Whooping 
Cough 

Immunisations 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

86 

41 

3 

3 1 

13 

1 

148 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Immunisations 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

— 

— 

1 

— 1 

7 

1 

10 

Whooping 

Cough 

Immunisations 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping 
Cough  and 
Tetanus 
Immunisations 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Small  pox 

Under 

One 

1-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

Vaccination 

114 

56 

57 

107 

334 

Re -vaccination 

— 

4 

33 

126 

163 

Tetanus 

Under 

One 

1-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

Immunisations 

1 

— 

35 

10 

46 

Boosters 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Poliomyelitis 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  also  kindly  furnished  the  following  1962 
figures  for  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis. 

With  the  advent  of  oral  (Sabin)  vaccine,  immunisation  by  injection  with 
Salk  vaccine  is  likely  to  fade  out  altogether.  It  is  known  that  the  oral  prepar- 
ation, which  is  a live  attenuated  polyvalent  vaccine  confers  a much  safer  and 
more  sure  immunity,  apart  from  obviating  the  discomfort  of  the  needle. 
Salk  Vaccine 


Had  2 injections 


Had  3 injections 


Persons 

born  in 

the  years 

62 

61 

60-43 

42-33 

Others 

2 

58 

46  - 

20 

21 

Persons 

born  in 

the  years 

62 

61 

60-43 

42-33 

Others 

19 

89 

37 

76 

Persons  born  in  the  years 
62  61  60-43  42-33  Others 


Had  4 injections 
Oral  Vaccine 


Initial  course 
of  3 oral  doses 


3rd  oral  after 
2 salk  injections 


4th  oral  after 
3 salk  injections 


33 


Persons 

born  in 

the  years 

62 

61 

60-43 

42-33 

Others 

19 

64 

35 

11 

47 

Persons 

born  in 

the  years 

62 

61 

60-43 

42-33 

Others 

48 

130 

54 

104 

Persons 

born  in 

the  years 

62 

61 

60-43 

42-33 

Otiiers 

139 


Tuberculosis 

Secondary  school  children  who  had  reached  the  age  of  13  years  and/or 
the  third  form  were  offered  the  Heaf  Test,  and  if  this  was  negative,  B.C.G. 
vaccination.  The  following  results  were  obtained  : 

81  Heaf  Tests  4 positive  4.9% 

This  compared  favourably  with  the  overall  result  in  the  five  secondary 
schools  I visited,  which  was  : 

263  Heaf  Tests  15  positive  5.7% 

A positive  reaction  indicates  previous  exposure  to  tuberculosis,  and 
these  pupils  are  subject  to  follow-up  under  arrangements  made  by  Lindsey 
County  Council. 
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Observations 

While  available  figures  are  insufficient  on  which  to  base  sound  opinion, 
I think  that  the  immunisation  state  of  children  is  improving.  In  particular, 
it  is  now  some  years  since  tetanus  toxoid  was  introduced,  and  most  primary 
school  entrants  have  had  it  in  infancy  as  part  of  the  “triple  antigen”,  com- 
prising diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  thus  saving  much  follow-up 
to  complete  the  initial  tetanus  series.  Ideally  of  course,  a “one-shot”  com- 
bined antigen  would  greatly  reduce  the  chances  of  a child  entering  or  leaving 
the  district  only  partially  protected,  and  would  boost  the  immunisation 
state  and  cut  down  school  visits  and  mileage.  For  reasons  already  given, 
however,  I do  not  include  poliomyelitis  in  the  “one-shot”  concept  : poliomye- 
litii'  vaccine  is  in  every  way  better  given  by  mouth. 

The  adult  attitude  to  immunisation  is  much  the  same  as  noted  in  my 
previous  reports.  Many  people  are  indifferent  to  protection  until  a local 
epidemic  sends  them  to  the  other  extreme. 

CIGARETTE  SMOKING  AND  LUNG  CANCER 

Following  communications  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  I obtained 
posters  designed  to  bring  home  to  the  public  the  risk  incurred  by  cigarette 
smokers  of  contracting  lung  cancer.  The  posters  were  prominently  dis- 
played and  have  been  on  display  since.  While  I personally  accept  the  strong 
statistical  evidence  of  a true  causal  relationship  between  cigarette  smoking 
and  lung  cancer,  and  have  set  a personal  example  by  smoking  only  cigars,  I 
do  not  think  we  should  go  too  far  in  trying  to  make  others  give  up  cigarettes. 
If  one  tries  to  ram  a belief,  however  well-founded,  down  people’s  throats,  one 
will  merely  antagonise  them  and  get  the  opposite  result.  Gentle  persuasion 
and  personal  example  are  better  than  persistent  propaganda.  This  applies 
to  young  persons,  too,  who  are  hardly  likely  to  be  warned-ofif  smoking  so  loig 
as  tliey  see  many  adults  indulging  in  the  habit.  I have  the  impression  that 
people  are  beginning  to  ignore  the  warnings  and  revert  to  previous  smoking 
practices,  which  seems  borne  out  by  what  tobacco  retailers  tell  me.  No  talks 
and  circulars  are  going  to  stop  this  trend:  what  is  wanted  is  elimination  of 
the  danger  at  its  source.  Obviously  it  would  be  bad  psychology,  bad  politics, 
bad  finance  to  stop  the  sale  of  cigarettes:  the  real  and  ever -more -urgent  need 
is  to  identify  and  remove  the  carcinogen. 

SOCIAL  MEDICINE 

Some  authorities  do  not  like  this  expression,  but  I do.  It  covers  our 
problem  families,  who  are  ever  with  us,  and  of  whom  I shall  give  some 
examples. 

In  last  year’s  report  I told  of  the  old  lady  and  mentally  subnormal 
daughter  who  were  despatched  to  their  respective  hospitals  on  short  notice 
just  before  Christmas.  That  notice  was  given  at  mid-day  on  a Saturday, 
to  the  effect  that  the  mother  was  to  be  admitted  on  the  following  Monday 
morning. 

The  same  thing  happened  again  concerning  her  discharge.:  on  Saturday, 
30th  December  1961  I received  notice  that  she  was  being  discharged  on 
Monday  morning,  1st  January  1962.  As  her  Council  bungalow  was  still 
receiving  a much -needed  clean-up,  delayed  by  the  Christmas  holiday,  and 
was  not  yet  ready  for  occupation,  I persuaded  the  hospital,  with  great 
difficulty,  to  keep  her  in  for  a further  two  days.  I also  sought  the  maximum 
possible  home  help  for  the  old  lady,  knowing  that  neither  she  nor  her 
daughter  would  take  long  to  put  the  house  back  as  it  was.  In  the  event, 
having  had  a successful  operation  for  removal  of  cataract,  the  old  lady 
seemed  to  take  on  a new  lease  of  life.  One  could  only  wish  that  this  treat- 
ment had  been  achieved  without  recourse  to  such  cavalier  administrative 
methods.  They  seem  typical  of  die  modern  hospital  attitude  towards  other 
medical  authorities. 

There  is  more  to  tell  of  this  family,  and  the  saga  will  continue  in  next 
year’s  report. 
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Also  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  my  attention  was  drawn  to  an  old  lady 
who  lived  alone  and  was  ill  but  refused  to  go  to  hospital.  Following  repre- 
sentations by  the  district  nurse  and  the  local  vicar  I visited  her  with  her 
doctor.  I found  her  up  and  taking  breakfast  in  reasonably  clean  conditions. 
Although  living  in  a ground  floor  room  and  unable  to  do  housework  herself, 
she  had  a young  woman  who  came  in  to  clean  up  and  fetch  coal,  while  her 
neighbour  provided  food.  As  her  doctor  did  not  consider  admission  to 
hospital  essential  I could  not  truthfully  say  she  was  lacking  proper  care  and 
attention,  and  so  requiring  to  be  removed  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act.  This  infuriated  the  owner  of  the  property,  who,  like  so 
many  other  people,  was  under  the  delusion  that  the  aforementioned  Act 
gives  the  medical  officer  of  health  unlimited  powers  to  “put  people  away”. 
On  the  following  day  another  doctor  rang  to  say  that  the  lady  required  ad- 
mission to  hospital,  and  would  I please  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 
I had  to  remind  him  to  contact  the  geriatrician  to  get  a hospital  bed,  and  then 
be  prepared  to  sign  the  necessary  order  before  it  went  through  me  to  a Justice 
of  the  Peace.  (All  this,  too,  for  a limited  period  of  three  weeks  in  hospital.) 
Happily,  once  the  ambulance  arrived  the  old  lady  went  to  hospital  without 
re-ourse  to  compulsory  powers. 


During  a social  visit,  an  Inspector  of  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  mentioned  a family  who  had  come  to  live 
near  Caistor,  and  who  had  been  on  his  books  for  some  time.  He  was  con- 
cerned about  the  welfare  of  the  four  young  children,  but  as  things  had  im- 
proved he  did  not  propose  to  do  anything  at  the  time.  Only  a few  days 
later,  however,  he  had  visited  the  family  and  changed  his  mind,  for  on  very 
short  notice  he  asked  me  to  go  to  them.  It  was  apparent  that  the  house  had 
been  very  untidy:  on  the  other  hand,  the  children  seemed  reasonably  clad 
and  nourished,  and  the  father  was  obviously  making  some  effort  to  tidy  up 
the  house,  so  I decided  to  revisit  them  a fortnight  later.  My  second  visit 
gave  me  no  good  reason  to  take  the  drastic  and  undesirable  step  of  removing 
the  children  from  their  parents,  feckless  as  the  latter  were.  I should  have 
kept  them  under  observation,  but  they  left  the  District  shortly  afterwards, 
and  no  doubt  some  other  N.S.P.C.C.  Officer  holds  their  dossier. 


Among  the  lucky  people  who  entered  the  new  Dale  View  Flats  was  a 
middle-aged  man  suffering  from  a chronic  disease  which  rendered  him 
chair -borne.  For  some  years  he  had  been  in  hospital,  and  a certain  lady- 
almoner  had  fought  tooth  and  nail  to  get  him  transferred  to  a Council  dwelling. 
This  had  been  resisted  first  by  my  predecessor  and  then  by  me,  not 
only  because  of  the  progressive  character  of  his  disability  but  because  his 
attitude  of  mind  caused  us  to  form  the  opinion  that  he  was  an  unsuitable 
case  to  live  alone.  For  some  months  after  his  occupation  of  a flat  I had 
several  intimations  that  he  was  not  settling  down,  rather  was  he  trying  very 
hard,  on  various  pretexts,  to  get  back  into  hospital.  To  this  end  he  was 
continually  writing  notes  to  his  doctor  and  bothering  the  Warden,  his 
neighbours  and  the  Public  Health  Department. 


On  two  occasions  I visited  him,  and  with  the  assurance  of  his  doctor  that 
there  was  no  deterioration  in  his  physical  condition  I gave  him  a pep -talk 
designed  to  make  him  count  his  blessings  and  stay  put.  I also  took  a hand  in 
getting  him  an  electrically  operated  invalid  carriage.  All  this,  however, 
was  to  prove  of  no  avail.  A further  report  from  his  doctor  about  his  behaviour 
caused  me  to  advise  that  he  should  be  returned  to  the  care  of  the  County 
Welfare  Department.  Soon  afterwards  the  man  was  transferred  to  hospital 
following  an  apparent  attempt  to  gas  himself.  After  all  the  efforts  made  on 
his  behalf,  he  had  achieved  just  what  he  wanted. 
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In  a small  village  there  lived  an  ecentric  old  lady  who  earned  a living  by 
cleaning  other  peoples’  houses,  but  left  her  own  in  an  appalling  state. 
Following  a complaint  by  a neighbour  I visited  her.  The  living  room  was 
piled  up  with  filthy  old  clothes,  the  room  was  dark  and  smelly,  tlie  table 
littered  with  rubbish  and  the  remnants  of  meals,  and  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
junk  a fire  was  blazing  in  an  old-fashioned  open  ^ate,  from  which  the  embers 
might  at  any  time  fall  out  and  start  a conflagration.  It  was  evident  that  the 
lady  was  a “bit  mental”  and  needed  every  encouragement  and  assistance  to 
start  putting  her  ownhouse  in  order.  I tried  to  find  someone  willing  to  help 
her,  and  in  default  of  this  one  of  the  public  health  inspectors  gave  her  a 
good  deal  of  personal  assistance,  and  she  in  return  undertook  to  give  up 
outside  work  so  as  to  give  her  house  more  attention.  Owing  to  her  mental 
condition,  however,  I doubt  if  it  will  ever  get  it. 

There  are  many  other  instances  of  problem  persons  and  families.  For 
example,  there  is  a family  of  twelve  who  live  in  a country  cottage.  It  is  quite 
a nice  hou'^e  which  was  improved  by  the  addition  of  a bathroom,  but  this 
family  leave  it  in  a frightful  mess.  They  are  not  statutorily  overcrowded, 
and  though  the  father  won’t  work  and  can’t  pay  the  rent,  the  owner  is  re- 
luctant to  turn  them  out,  while  the  mother  spends  her  time  writing 
pitiful  letters  to  me  and  to  Mr.  Hudson  bemoaning  her  lot,  her  husband  in 
particular,  and  ever  expecting  the  Local  Authority  to  do  samething  for  them. 
Although  some  of  the  sons  are  employed,  the  family  shows  no  tendency  to 
break  up.  They  would  do  well  to  remember  that  Heaven  only  helps  those 
who  help  themselves. 

In  all  family  problems  we  should  break  up  a family  only  as  a last  resort. 
Even  in  a case  like  the  last  mentioned,  it  would  be  wrong  to  remove  the 
children  unless  there  was  indisputable  evidence  of  deprivation.  We  approach 
all  such  problems  in  a spirit  of  trying  to  help,  to  encourage,  not  to  exercise 
authority  which  will  disrupt  the  family. 


HOUSING 

While  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  will  deal  with  this  subject  in 
his  section  of  the  report,  I must  observe  that  Caistor  Rural  District  Council, 
ever  progressive  in  seeing  to  the  proper  housing  of  its  people,  took  a great 
step  forward  with  the  opening  of  the  new  Dale  View  Flats  in  April,  1962. 
Along  with  four  adjacent  bungalows,  they  provide  accommodation  for 
upwards  of  22  persons.  The  flats  and  bungalows,  which  are  handsomely 
furnished,  are  supervised  by  a resident  Warden,  and  enjoy  an  excellent 
view  of  the  countryside  below  Caistor  Hill. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND 

SURVEYOR 

To  the  Caistor  Rural  District  Council  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Each  year  I hope,  and  intend,  that  my  report  shall  be  prepared  earlier 
than  that  of  the  previous  year  but  this  never  seems  to  be  practicable.  The 
winter,  when  some  of  the  work  is  prepared,proved  to  be  so  demanding  on  that 
time  of  the  staff  of  the  department  that  administrative  work  tended  to  be 
neglected.  With  25%  of  the  Council  houses  having  frozen  or  burst  pipes, 
with  immense  problems  of  maintaining  essential  services  such  as  sewage 
disposal,  night  soil  and  refuse  collection  when  a heavy  blanket  of  snow 
covered  everything  for  some  weeks,  it  meant  that  what  might  be  done  became 
what  must  be  done it  is  regretted  that  the  report  is  late. 

I am  in  my  32nd  year  of  service  in  local  government  — when  I first 
entered  the  service  I thought  I was  busy,  I later  knew  that  I was,  and  now 
I wonder  how  it  is  the  work  seems  to  increase  year  by  year  ! It  is  certainly 
true  that  the  general  atmosphere  in  being  a “public  servant”  has  changed 
completely  in  these  30  or  so  years,  and  now  one  normally  gives  guidance 
rather  than  requiring  things  to  be  done;  a change  which  I regard  definitely 
for  the  better. 

Important  aspects  of  1962  in  Caistor  Rural  District  were  : — 

(1)  two  events  took  place  considerably  for  both  of  which  the  Council 
had  every  reason  to  be  proud  viz. 

(a)  the  opening  of  the  Welfare  flats  and  bungalows  at  Dale  View, 
Caistor. 

(b)  tlie  opening  of  the  modern  sewage  disposal  works  to  serve 
Caistor  and  Nettleton. 

(2)  development  of  new  industries  in  Caistor  — rwo  new  projects  — one 
complete  and  working  and  one  well  on  the  way  to  being  in  operation. 

(3)  the  completion  of  the  public  conveniences  in  Caistor  and  the 
commencement  (which  is  continuing)  of  unnecessary  and  stupid 
acts  of  vandalism  in  the  conveniences  and  in  the  bus  shelter. 

(4)  the  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  possibility  of  making  road- 
side conveniences  on  A18,  A46  etc.  but  came  to  the  reluctant  con- 
clusion that,  if  damage  could  not  be  prevented  in  a structure  in  the 
middle  of  a town,  the  chances  of  the  roadside  convenierces  being 
damaged  were  very  high  indeed.  Technically  there  is  no  problem 
in  providing  roadside  conveniences  — but  everything  depends  on 
tlie  way  the  public  would  treat  them. 

(5)  there  was  a heavy  infestation  of  rats  in  the  area,  probably  due  to 
the  mild  winter,  but  the  last  winter  (1962/63)  reduced  their  numbers 
to  more  normal  proportions. 

I would  again  express  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Council, 
and  to  the  Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  Committees  in 
particular,  for  their  help,  encouragement  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
department.  I would  also  thank  the  Clerk  and  the  Treasurer  and  their 
staffs  for  their  co-operation  and  I would  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  and  Surveyor’s  Department  work  to- 
gether very  well  indeed  and  it  is  fortu  late,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  public 
and  the  Council  alike,  that  the  Council  is  so  well  served.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  work  to  be  done  but  with  loyal  and  hard- 
working staff  (both  internal  and  external)  the  burden  is  equally  shared. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

VINCENT  G.  HUDSON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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Town  and  Country  Planning 

The  same  system  of  delegation  was  operated  as  in  previous  years;  co- 
operation with  the  County  Council  was  at  all  times  helpful  and  in  the  interests 
it  is  hoped  and  thought,  of  the  applicants.  For  the  first  time  for  many  years 
fewer  plans  were  submitted  than  in  the  previous  year — a reduction  of  almost 
exactly  20%  in  fact.  No  one  item  accounted  for  the  lower  total  — merely 
a reduction  in  the  number  of  applications  for  most  forms  of  building  project. 

So  far  as  the  local  system  was  concerned  24  meetings  of  the  Plans  Sub- 
Committee  were  held  — i.e.  at  fortnightly  intervals  except  for  a three  week 
gap  once  every  three  months.  This  was  undoubtedly  popular  with  appli- 
cants, architects  and  builders  and  generally  speaking  worked  well  from  the 
administrative  point  of  view;  the  extra  work  of  preparing  more  frequent 
lists  and  their  dissemination  to  all  members  of  the  Council  and  to  other 
bodies  was  more  than  compensated  by  the  increased  efficiency  of  dealing 
with  the  plans.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  only  3 plans  had  to  be  refused  — 
this  is  largely  due  to  the  advice  given  to  would  be  applicants  which  tended 
to  ensure  the  receipt  of  applications  in  acceptable  form. 


Housing  and  Building  Development 

New  housing  in  Caistor  accounted  for  25  of  the  29  new  Council  dwellings 
built:  the  private  enterprise  building  was  spread  over  16  parishes.  In  Caistor 
the  Council  completed  17  flats  at  Dale  View  and  the  new  flats  and  maison- 
ettes at  Horsemarket  were  also  completed.  The  17  flats  at  Dale  View  are 
a scheme  of  welfare  flats  v/ith  16  single  bedroom  flats  (four  of  them  with 
sliding  door  between  bedroom  and  living  room  and  two  with  enlarged  door 
openings  for  wheelchairs)  and  the  Warden’s  flat.  In  addition  there  is  a 
communal  room  which  was  furnished  by  the  Council  and,  as  an  annexe  to 
this,  there  is  a small  guest  bedroom  which  can  be  used  by  visitors  on  payment. 
Four  Council  bungalows  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  are  incorporated 
in  the  scheme. 

The  17  flats  are  heated  by  gas -fired  central  heating  system  with  an  elec- 
tric fire  in  each  flat  — the  Council  provide  and  maintain  gas  cookers  and  gas 
hot  water  boilers  — and  there  is  a gas  heated  central  system  for  constant 
hot  water. 

The  flats  and  the  bungalows  are  homes  in  the  proper  sense,  the  tenants 
are  free  to  come  or  go  as  they  wish  and  the  communal  sections  (which 
become  increasingly  popular  with  the  tenants)  are  ancillary  to,  but  not  an 
essential  part  of,  the  tenants’  living  conditions.  Generous  gifts  of  television 
set,  clock,  curtains  and  bibles  for  each  tenant  were  made  by  local  organis- 
ations. 

The  tenants  have  fitted  well  into  their  new  style  of  living  for  they  enjoy 
a standard  of  comfort  far  superior  to  that  normally  given  by  ordinary  houses 
and  they  have  become  essential  part  of  the  local  community.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  so  excellent  a scheme  and 
I am  proud  to  have  been  associated  with  it. 

The  maisonettes  and  flats  have  provided  8 units  of  accommodation  on 
a site  where  a derelict  house  formally  stood  and  they  have  not  only  tidied 
up  an  untidy  site  but  have  provided  accommodation  in  the  place  where  it 
is  needed  — close  to  the  centre  of  the  town. 

No  great  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  estate  development 
at  Caistor  or  Keelby  but  the  completion  of  sewer  extensions  should 
materially  assist  in  this. 
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New  Houses 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  during 


the  last  33  years  : — 

1930-39  (10  years) 
1939-45  ( 6 years) 
1945-60  (15  years) 
1961-62  ( 2 years) 

P.E. 

247 

241 

81 

Cl. 

80 

30 

398 

61 

Average  per  year 
P.E.  Cl. 

25  8 

— 5 

16  26 

40  30 

569 

569 

17 

17 

The  list  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  1962  were  in  the  following 

parishes  : — 

Other 

P.E. 

Cl. 

L.A. 

Cabourne 

2 

— 

Caistor 

5 

25 

— 

Claxby  

1 

— 

— 

Glentham  

— 

— 

1 

Grasby 

3 

2 

— 

Keelby 

2 

— 

— 

Kelsey,  North 

3 

— 

— 

Limber  

2 

— 

— 

Lissington  

1 

— 

— 

Nettleton  

1 

— 

— 

Osgodby  

1 

2 

— 

Rasen,  Middle 

2 

— 

— 

Riby  

1 

— 

— 

Swallow 

2 

— 

— 

Tealby  

5 

— 

— 

Waddingham 

2 

— 

— 

Walesby  

2 

— 

35 

29 

1 
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TABLE  OF  PLANS  SUBMITTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1962 


With  corresponding  details  for  1958-61 
Type  of  Building  1958  1959  1960 

1961 

1962 

1. 

Council  Houses 

4 

3 

43 

23 

14 

2. 

Private  Houses  .... 

24 

30 

69 

65 

30 

3. 

Additions  and  Alterations  to 
Houses  

84 

77 

108 

79 

87 

4. 

Conversions  to  Houses  .... 

1 

— 

— 

4 

1 

5. 

Farm  Buildings 

8 

12 

24 

14 

27 

6. 

Factories  (including  alterations 
and  additions) 

2 

9 

1 

— 

4 

7. 

Temporary  Buildings 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

8. 

Licensed  Premises  (additions 
and  alterations)  

4 

— 

1 

3 

2 

9. 

Shops  (including  additions  and 
alterations  

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

10. 

Petrol  Stations  and  Garages 

1 

3 

2 

— 

4 

11. 

Local  Authority  Schemes  (sew- 
age, water,  roads,  etc.) 

1 

2 

1 

8 

13 

12. 

Statutory  Undertakings  (Elec- 
tricity Board  etc.) 

66 

62 

45 

48 

26 

13. 

Private  Garages 

46 

48 

62 

79 

55 

14. 

Mineral  Workings 

3 

4 

2 

3 

1 

15. 

Advertisements  and  Notice 
Boards 

4 

6 

4 

6 

8 

16. 

Bus  Shelters  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

17. 

Store  Sheds 

6 

3 

2 

5 

4 

18. 

Cafes  and  Additions 

1 

3 

— 

— 

2 

19. 

Schools  and  Additions  .... 

1 

3 

1 

— 

2 

20. 

Deep  Litter  Houses 

2 

1 

1 

5 

3 

21. 

Caravan  Sites 

— 

2 

1 

26 

15 

22. 

Playing  fields.  Tennis  courts,  etc. 

— 

2 

3 

3 

1 

23. 

New  Business  Premises  and 
alterations 

1 

9 

1 

4 

1 

24. 

Burial  Grounds 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

25. 

Alterations  to  and  Additional 
Accesses  (excluding  those  to 
Garages) 

6 

4 

8 

14 

12 

26. 

Housing  sites  

11 

28 

27 

50 

34 

27. 

Churches  & Church  Buildings  .... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Workshops  etc 

— 

— 

6 

— 

2 

29. 

Parking  Facilities  

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

30. 

Sports  Pavilions,  Hall,  etc 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

31. 

Sites  other  than  Housing 

— 

— 

— 

7 

6 

32. 

Conservatories,  Verandas  etc 

— 

— 

— 

8 

6 

33. 

Refuse  Tips 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

34. 

Miscellaneous 

— 

— 

9 

16 

9 

35. 

Withdrawals 

8 

5 

1 

10 

12 

36. 

Refusals  

4 

16 

13 

25 

3 

Totals  

296 

337 

446 

517 

392 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Licences  issued  for  caravans  now  total  97. 

One  site  was  licensed  as  a holiday  site  but  at  no  time  was  the  site  occu- 
pied by  the  full  30  vans  for  which  the  licence  was  issued. 

The  residential  site  was  the  subject  of  an  application  to  increase  the  area 
by  more  than  double  and  to  increase  the  number  of  caravans  to  76  vans. 

This  was  agreed  in  principle  but  detailed  plans  are  not  yet  (August 
1963)  finally  approved.  The  Council  maintained  close  co-operation  with  the 
R.A.F.  whose  personnel  might  well  form  the  bulk  of  the  residents  of  the  site. 
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COUNCBL  DWELLINGS — Number  in  each  Parish 


Parish 

Bigby  

Bishop  Norton 

Broddesby 

Buslingthorpe 

Caboume 

Caistor 

Claxby 

Glentham  

Grasby  

Holton  -le  -Moor 

Keelby  

Kelsey,  North 
Kelsey,  South 
Kirmond -le -Mire 

Legsby  

Limber  

Linwood 

Lissington  

Nettleton  

Normanby -le -Wold 

Osgodby  

Owersby 
Rasen,  Middle 
Rasen,  West 
Riby 
Rothwell 

Searby  -cum  -Owmby 
Sixhills 

Snitterby  

Somerby  

Stainton -le -Vale 
Swallow 

Swinhope  

Tealby 

Thoresway  

Thorganby 
Toft  Newton 
Waddingham 
Walesby 

Wilhngham,  North 


Total 

War- 

Post- 

Pre-War 

time 

War 

8 

10 

— 

2 

4 

1 1 

2 

o 

36 

4 

z 

89 

8 

12 

2 

4 

— 

6 

A 

18 

2 

4 

38 

18 

2 

30 

14 

2 

18 

2 

2 

10 

8 

— 

12 

— 

— 

6 

14 

— 

ft 

34 

A 

10 

2 

10 

6 

4 

10 

18 

— 

28 

— 

2 

2 

— 

4 

0 

22 

6 

4 

— 

2 

12 

2 

— 

— 

8 

6 

14 

4 

18 

2 

2 

18 

— 

— 

o 

4 

174 

30 

459 

No.  of 


Total  Being  current 

built  applications 

8 

— 

10 

12 

— 

14 

— 

— 

_ 

6 

— 

7 

2 

— 

— 

129 

— 

94 

8 

— 

12 

14 

— 

23 

10 

— 

12 

4 

— 

7 

58 

— 

39 

50 

— 

19 

34 

— 

11 

— 

— 

1 

14 

— 

12 

20 

— 

22 

6 

— 

10 

4 

— 

8 

48 

— 

37 

4 

— 

5 

22 

— 

21 

20 

— 

13 

46 

— 

46 

4 

— 

20 

6 

— 

16 

26 

8 

13 

6 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

16 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

8 

— 

14 

6 

— 

4 

14 

— 

15 

4 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

3 

38 

— 

12 

6 

— 

6 

4 

— 

3 

663  12  545 


Pre-War 
War-time 
Post-War 
* includes 
f includes 


174  shown  above  are  all  houses. 

30  shown  above  are  all  houses. 

459  Houses.  326;  Bungalows — 133. 

6 ex  Private  dwellings. 

ex  Police  Station  converted  into  Bimgalow. 
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Council  Houses — General  Remarks 

The  standard  rents  of  Council  houses  were  as  follows  : — 


Year  to  31/3/62 

Standard  Rent 

Rates 

Type 

per  week 

per  week 

Pre-War  : — 

3 bed.  all  services 

1/13/0 

Buslingthorpe  6/7  to 
North  Kelsey  7/1. 

3 bed.  all  services 

1/14/0 

Caistor  9/8. 

Agricultural  Houses  (1944) 

1/13/6 

Bishop  Norton  7/-. 
to  Caistor  9/8. 

Post-war  houses  : — 

3 bed. 

1/15/0 

Toft  Newton  6/1  to 
Caistor  10/1. 

2 bed. 

1/12/6 

Rothwell  5/10  to 
Caistor  8/4d. 

Bungalows 

1/10/6 

Rothwell  4/8  to 
Caistor  6/7. 

The  rent  rebate  scheme  was  again  in  operation  and 

worked  satisfactorily 

being  on  a graduated  scale,  namely,  tenants  receiving  or  over  paid  full 
rent  while  those  below  £13  but  above  £8  received  a rebate  with  a maximum 
of  15/-  per  week.  Tenants  with  a wage  of  £8  or  less  were  eligible  for  the 
full  rebate. 

During  the  year  110  houses  and  bungalows  were  painted  by  contract  at 
a total  cost  of  £1088  and  8 colour-washed  at  a cost  of  £79.0.0.  Painting  and 
re -decorations  by  direct  labour  after  repairs  and  maintenance  totalled  £54.18.3 


Council  House  Improvements — pre-war  houses 

The  Council  continue  to  improve  these  as  circumstances  allowed  and 
the  position  at  the  end  of  1962  was  : — 

W.C. — in  all  Council  dwellings. 

Bath  and  hot  water  system — in  all  except  one  Council  house. 

Electricity — in  all  Council  dwellings. 

The  total  number  of  applicants  varied  but  little  (550  in  1961  to  545  in 
1962),  despite  the  29  extra  dwellings,  but  the  figure  of  545  cannot  be  regarded 
as  the  number  of  new  Council  dwellings  still  needed — some  are  duplicated 
in  that  they  have  applied  for  several  parishes,  others  have  little  or  no 
apparent  connection  with  the  area,  and  a certain  proportion  of  current  appli- 
cations is  essential  if  casual  vacancies  in  Coimcil  dwellings  are  to  be  filled 
when  the  need  arises. 

During  1962,  fifty -six  casual  vacancies  occurred  and  twenty -nine  dwell- 
ings were  let  for  the  first  time. 


Housing  Acts  — Improvement  Grants. 

Total  number  of  Grants  676 

Total  amount  approved  (round  figures)  £157,000 

Aimual  inspection  of  all  properties  continued  to  be  done  as  in  previous 
years.  The  standard  of  maintenance  was  satisfactory. 
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The  following  shews  the  number  of  Grants  approved  during  the  year  : — 
Con-  Standard  Discretionary 

versions  Grants  Grants 


Month 

No. 

Am- 

ount 

£ 

Ap-  No. 
proved  houses 

Am- 

ount 

£ 

Ap-  No. 
proved  houses 

Am- 

ount 

£ 

February 

Nil 

2 

2 

80 

11 

15 

4,305 

March 

Nil 

2 

2 

185 

2 

3 

820 

April 

1 

10 

Nil 

6 

8 

2,030 

May 

1 

5 

3 

5 

325 

3 

4 

930 

June 

1 

5 

3 

3 

85 

8 

9 

2,605 

July 

1 

5 

Nil 

5 

7 

2,075 

September 

Nil 

3 

3 

300 

10 

11 

4,070 

October 

3 

30 

1 

1 

145 

2 

2 

560 

November 

2 

10 

4 

5 

755 

4 

4 

1,040 

December 

2 

10 

1 

1 

145 

3 

3 

790 

Totals 

11 

/;75 

19 

22  £2,020 

54 

66 

£19,225 

In  addition  to  the  above,  two  applications  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
for  a final  ruling.  They  were  both  refused  but  one  applicant  resubmitted 
an  amended  application  which  was  approved. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  certificates  were  issued  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

Summary  of  work  under  the  Housing  Act  and  Public  Health  Acts. 


Dwelling-house  inspection 

(1)  Total  houses  inspected  for  defects  168 

(2)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  392 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 28 

(4)  Number  of  houses  found  defective  but  repairable  

(a)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  to 

formal  notices  29 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  in- 
formal action  27 

(c)  Rendered  fit  as  a result  of  formal  action 1 

Abatement  of  Nuisances 

Total  number  of  nuisances  investigated  during  year 18 

Abated  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  Public  Health  In- 
spector ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  •••■  ••••  18 

Statutory  Notices  issued  2 

Details  of  nuisances  are  as  follows  : — 

Refuse  — 

Foul  ditches  and  ponds  and  stagnant  water  1 

Drainage  8 

Poultry  and  Animals  3 

Dangerous  Premises  ....  ....  . ..  • ••••  — 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances 6 


Total 


18 


18 


Slum  Clearance — proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts 
(a)  No.  Individual  unfit  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 


Orders  were  made  12 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

(c)  No.  dwelling -houses,  or  parts,  subject  to  Closing  Orders  ....  13 

(d)  No.  dwelling-houses  or  parts,  rendered  fit  by  undertakings  ....  Nil 


Housing  Survey 


Houses  Inspected 
Categories. 


Parish 

Total 

1 and  2 

3 

5 

Bigby 

1 

1 

— 

Bishop  Norton 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Cabourne 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Caistor 

34 

27 

5 

2 

Claxby 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Glentham 

3 

1 

2 

— 

Grasby 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Holton -le -Moor 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Keelby 

11 

6 

2 

3 

Kelsey,  North 

23 

12 

5 

6 

Kelsey,  South 

10 

6 

1 

3 

Limber 

4 

4 

— 

... 

Linwood 

3 

2 

1 

Lissington 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Nettleton 

6 

3 

— 

3 

Osgodby 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Owersby 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Rasen,  Middle 

17 

9 

2 

6 

Rasen,  West 

2 

— 

2 

Riby 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Rothwell 

1 

1 

— 

Searby-ciun-Owmby  .... 

4 

3 

1 

---- 

Snitterby 

2 

2 

— 

- 

Somerby 

3 

— 

3 

Stainton-le-Vale 

3 

1 . 

2 

Swallow 

3 

3 

Tealby 

2 

2 

Thoresway 

1 

1 

— 

- 

Toft  Newton 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Waddingham 

6 

6 

Walesby 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

168 

104 

31 

33 

The  houses  which  had  been  the  subject  of  an  improvement  grant  in 
previous  years  were  again  inspected;  conditions  were,  with  one  exception, 
entirely  satisfactory. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  4 licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  Conditions  are  satis- 
factory and  regular  inspections  are  made  by  an  Officer  of  the  Animal  Health 
Division. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  shewed  a marked  increase  over 
the  previous  year’s  figures. 

Only  at  one  slaughterhouse  were  inspections  occasionally  made  out  of 
normal  working  hours. 
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Meat  Inspection  Carcases  inspected 

Unsound  Food  and  condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Calves 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

260 

3 

759 

3 

467 

1492 

Number  inspected 

260 

3 

759 

3 

467 

1492 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcase 
condemned 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

32 

2 

3 

17 

54 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

12.31 

66.66 

.39 

3.63 

3.6 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcase 
condemned 

WWW 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

14 

14 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2.99 

(less  than 
1%) 

Cysticercosis. 

carcases  of  which 
some  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

1 

Carcases  sub- 
mitted to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Foods  condemned 
159  lbs.  Beef. 

3 lbs.  Cheese. 

3 lbs.  12ozs.  tinned  stewed  steak. 
3x3  lbs.  lOozs.  tinned  pork  loin. 
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Food  Premises 

The  poultry  processing  plant  continued  to  produce  large  number  of 
geese,  turkeys  and  ducks.  Regular  weekly  sampling  continued  as  before  and 
the  results  were  generally  satisfactory.  Co-operation  with  the  owners  of  the 
plant  was  at  all  times  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  system  of  taking  daily  samples  of  liquid  eggs  continued  and  the 
result,  in  terms  of  improved  hygiene  and  better  conditions  of  the  liquid  eggs, 
made  all  the  work  very  worth  while  indeed. 

Summary  of  Samples  taken  during  the  year 
Sewer  Swabs 

Number  taken  - 80.  Salmonella  Typhimurium  was  isolated  in  one  instance. 
Butchers’  Shops 

Samples  of  sausage  taken  - 47.  All  were  satisfactory. 

Swabs  taken  - 201.  No  harmful  bacteria  was  isolated  in  any  sample. 

Egg  Packing  Station 

Samples  of  liquid  egg  taken  - 248.  53  of  these  samples  were  unsatis- 

factory but  in  no  instance  were  Salm/ Shigella  isolated. 

Samples  of  cracked  eggs  taken  - 53.  11  of  these  were  unsatisfactory  but 

in  no  case  was  Salin/Shigella  isolated. 

Turkey  and  Duck  Factories 
Samples  dressed  duck  — 

(incl.  heart,  liver  & crop) 

Samples  uneviscerated  duck  — 

Samples  taken  from  plumping  tank  — 

Samples  taken  from  wiping  cloths 

(in  use)  — 

Samples  taken  from  wiping  cloths 

(in  bucket  containing  sterilent)  — 

Samples  of  duck  eggs  — 

Samples  of  liquid  duck  eggs  — 

Samples  taken  from  slush  ice  tank  — 

Samples  duck  feeding  pehets  — 

Samples  dressed  turkeys 

(including  giblets)  — 

Samples  cooked  boned  turkey  — 

Samples  cooked  turkey  roll  — 

Samples  cooked  portions  duck  — 

Samples  dressed  chicken  — 

Miscellaneous  samples 
Frozen  Cream  cake  — 

Beef  pie,  carrots,  sago  (school  meal)  — 

T.T.  Milk  (raw)  — 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
Food  Premises 

The  following  premises  are  registered  : — 


61  Pos.  Salm.  Typh.  in  23  samples 
Pos.  Salm.  Typh  in  1 sample. 
49  Pos.  Salm.  Typh.  in  12  samples 
5 Satisfactory. 

47  Pos.  Salm.  Typh.  in  5 samples 

48  Pos.  Salm.  typh.  in  2 samples 
1 Satisfactory. 

1 Satisfactory. 

37  Pos.  Salm.  in  1 sample. 

1 Satisfactory. 

5 Satisfactory. 

12  Satisfactory. 

6 Satisfactory. 

19  Satisfactory. 

1 Satisfactory. 

2 Satisfactory. 

1 Satisfactory. 

1 Satisfactory. 


Bakehouses 
Fish  & Chip  Shops 
Ice  Cream  Retail 
Meat  Products 
Other  Food  Premises 
Ice  Cream 


(inspections  in  brackets) 

3 ( 14) 

6 ( 38) 

64  (108) 

12  ( 49) 

102  (182) 


Number  of  manufacturers  on  register  .... 

Number  of  premises  licensed  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
Number  of  inspections  made 
Number  of  samples  taken: 

Grade  I 
Grade  II 

Grade  III  

Grade  IV 


Nil 

64 

108 

16 

7 

1 

Nil 


24 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1962  FOR  THE 
RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  CAISTOR  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINDSEY 
Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in- 
spections made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out -workers’  premises) 


Number  of 


Number 


on 

In- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

spections 

notices 

prosecuted 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

4 

6 

— 

— 

48 

13 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Total  54  23 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 

of 

cases 

in 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Re- 

medied 

(3) 

To 

H.M. 

In- 

spector 

(4) 

Re- 

ferred 

by 

H.M. 

In- 

spector 

(5) 

which 

prose- 

cutions 

were 

in- 

stituted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3 

.)  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Out -work) 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork  (Section  110  and  111) 

No  registered  outworkers  in  the  area. 

Sewerage 

The  completion  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  for  Caistor  and  Nettleton 
was  the  most  important  event  of  1962;  it  enabled  the  whole  of  Nettleton  and 
the  extended  portion  of  Caistor  to  be  connected  to  a sewerage  scheme  for  the 
first  time.  In  Caistor  the  scheme  is  entirely  gravitational  and  it  meant  that 
the  whole  of  the  waste,  sewage  and  surface  water,  was  discharged  to  a modern 
sewage  disposal  plant  in  Navigation  Lane,  Caistor.  At  Nettleton  the  sewer 
was  a “separate”  one  in  that  it  took  only  sewage  for  it  is  necessary  to  pump  all 
sewage  from  Nettleton  to  the  Caistor  works  for  treatment.  It  was  thus 
essential  for  all  surface  water  to  be  excluded.  The  Council  connected  all 
existing  drainage  to  the  new  sewer  and  this  meant  that,  within  weeks  of  com- 
pletion, the  sewage  disposal  works  had  a high  proportion  of  its  potential  flow. 
This  policy,  in  my  view,  is  a most  sensible  one  for  it  means  that  the  works, 
obviously  built  at  considerable  expense,  are  used  to  the  fullest  possible  ex- 
tent and  drainage  nuisances,  potential  or  existing,  are  dealt  with  at  once. 

Maintenance  of  the  major  sewage  disposal  works  at  Caistor,  Waddingham 
Keelby  and  Tealby  and  the  46  other  works  was  again  carried  out  by  the 
workmen,  now  three  in  number,  in  a most  commendable  manner. 

Some  progress  was  made  with  the  new  schemes  for  North  End,  South 
Kelsey  and  at  Snitterby. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  47 

Number  of  applications  received  and  approved  ....  ....  H 

Assistance  was  continued  to  be  given  on  the  following  basis  : — 

Connections  to  septic  tank  10 

Connections  to  sewer  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Total  amount  paid  out  i.e.  work  completed  ....  ....  50 


Sewer  Dykes 

During  the  year  380  chains  of  dykes  in  17  parishes  were  cleaned  out  by 
contract  at  a price  of  jC275-7s.-6d.;  the  increase  was  mainly  caused  by  the 
necessity  to  clean  out  107  chains  of  the  Middle  Drain  which  runs  in  a north- 
west direction  towards  North  Kelsey.  In  addition  jT168-10s.-0d.  was 
spent  on  direct  labour  in  remedying  sewer  dyke  nuisances  and  carrying  out 
improvements  which  included  piping  in  odd  lengths. 

Water  Supply 

The  control  of  sources  and  distribution  continues  to  be  controlled  by  the 
North  East  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  whose  help  and  co-operation  were 
willingly  given  at  all  times. 

434  samples  from  public  supplies  were  taken  by  the  Board. 

380  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies  and  weekly  samples  con- 
tinued to  be  taken  from  the  supply  that  feeds  Holton -le -Moor.  Analyses 
showed  seasonal  fluctuation  but  on  the  whole  were  mainly  satisfactory. 

All  samples  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln  and 
I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Croll,  the  Pathologist,  and  his  staff  for  their  assistance 
and  co-operation. 

In  addition  to  the  connections  to  the  new  domestic  properties  connected 
to  the  Board’s  mains  during  this  year  a further  eight  existing  properties  were 
connected  ; this  was  largely  due  to  the  continued  policy  of  taking  regular 
samples  from  private  supplies. 

Chemical  Analysis 

Two  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Northern 
Analysts  Ltd.,  PIull.  The  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Sample  of  ; ex  Otby  Supply  taken  at  school,  Owersby. 


Date  : 25/7/1962. 

pH  Value  7.3 

Parts  per  million. 

Free  Ammonia  ....  ....  ....  0.002 

Albumenoid  Ammonia  ....  ....  ....  0.003 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ....  ....  . ..  2.4 

Chlorides  as  Cl.  ....  . ..  ...  20.5 

Alkalinity  as  CaCo  ....  . ..  . ..  195.0 

Permanganate  fig.  (N/80  4 hrs.)  ....  ....  0.130 

Total  Solids  ....  ...  380.0 

Calcium  as  Ca  ....  .•••  ••••  104.0 

Magnesium  as  Mg.  •••  -•••  1-0 

Sodium  as  Na  ....  . ..  ••  • 18.0 

Carbonates  as  C03  ....  ....  ••.  117.0 

Sulphates  as  S04  ....  . ..  • ••  54.0 

Nitrates  as  N03  ....  ••••  10.6 

Temporary  Hardness 

(pts.  CaC03  per  100,000)  ....  ....  19.5 

Permanent  Hardness 

(pts.  CaC03  per  100,000)  ....  ...  6.5 


This  sample  of  water  is  of  excellent  quality  chemically. 
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Sample  of  : ex  Bully  Hill  Supply  taken  at  Tealby. 


Date  : 25/7/1962. 

pH  Value  7.4 

Parts  per  million 

Free  Ammonia  ....  ...  ...  *002 

Albumenoid  Ammonia  ....  ...  ....  -006 

Nitrogen  at  Nitrates  ....  ....  ....  1-5 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Chlorides  as  Cl.  ..  . ....  ...  25.0 

Alkalinity  expressed  as  CaC03  ....  ....  300.0 

Permanganate  fig.  (N/80  4 hrs.)  ....  ....  0.145 

Total  Solids  ..  . ....  . ..  460.0 

Calcium  as  Ca  ....  ....  ....  122.0 

Magnesium  as  Mg  ....  ....  ....  5.0 

Sodium  as  Na  ...  ....  ....  20.0 

Carbonates  as  C03  ....  ....  ....  180.0 

Sulphates  as  S04  ....  ....  ....  66.0 

Nitrates  as  N03  ....  ....  ....  13.3 


This  sample  is  a hard  water  of  excellent  quality  chemically. 

Public  Scavenging 

There  was  no  major  change  in  the  system  employed  in  the  area  and  two 
refuse  lorries  (with  8 men)  and  1 night  soil  vehicle  (with  3 men)  continued 
to  collect  house  refuse  on  a fortnightly  basis  (except  for  Caistor,  Stainton-le- 
Vale  and  Toft  Newton,  which  were  given  a weekly  collection)  and  nightsoil 
weekly.  The  number  of  buckets  still  emptied  is  approximately  800  each 
week. 

The  actual  refuse  collection  system  was  amended  so  that  the  lorries 
went  to  adjacent  areas  on  successive  days.  This  meant  that  if  there  was  time 
to  spare  or,  more  likely,  there  was  excessive  work  to  do  it  was  simple  to  arrange 
as  the  lorry  returned  to  a nearby  parish  the  next  day. 

In  this  way  the  travelling  distances  were  cut  down  and  arrears,  if  any, 
were  more  easily  dealt  with.  The  collection  continued  to  be  a “back  door” 
collection. 

Rodent  Control 

A full-time  operator  is  employed  by  the  Council  who  also  carries  out 
work  for  Market  Rasen  U.D.C.  when  required. 

Infestation  was  heavy  during  the  winter  months  but  the  public  is  be- 
coming aware  of  the  need  for  action  individually,  especially  among  those 
connected  wdth  agriculture;  this  probably  accounts  for  the  decrease  in  infes- 
tation inspections. 

Regular  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  with  fluoracetamide  at 
selected  points  every  three  months. 

Other  poisons  used  regularly  were  warfarin,  zinc  phosphide,  and  cyanide. 

During  the  year  the  following  were  treated  for  infestation  after  initial 
inspection  : — 

Dwelling-houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1316 

Business  and  other  premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  107 

Farms  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  301 

The  amount  of  bait  and  poison  used  during  the  year  was  : — 

Bait  — 30|  cwt. 

Poison  — 7 cwt. 

Public  Conveniences  and  Bus  Shelters,  Caistor 

This  much  discussed  unit  was  completed  during  the  year  and  put  into 
instant  use.  Stringent  measures  had  to  be  taken  from  the  first  to  ensure 
that  fittings  and  projections  were  not  mis -used  during  isolated  instances  of 
hooliganism. 

Comments  had  been  varied  regarding  its  erection  and  design  but  its 
appearance  has  now  blended  with  the  surroundings. 
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Public  Health  Act  1936. 


Section  58  — Dangerous  Buildings 

Statutory  action  was  taken  after  informal  requests  had  been  made  to 
(1)  demolish  or  render  safe  a barn  adjacent  to  a vehicular  road  and  (2)  render 
safe  the  chimney  stacks  of  a dwelling-house. 

Section  93  — Abatement  notices 

No  authority  was  required  to  serve  any  notices  ; in  one  case  informal 
action  was  necessary  to  tidy  up  a yard  used  for  business  purposes. 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  no  action  was 
necessary. 

Verminous  and  Insanitary  Premises 

The  Council  continued  its  policy  to  provide  a free  disinfestation  service 
which  is  also  extended  to  Market  Rasen  U.D.C.  as  and  when  requested. 

Three  dwellings  were  disinfested  on  request  and  in  several  instances 
pieces  of  furniture  and  fittings  were  treated  for  woodworm  in  Council 
properties. 

Fifteen  gallons  of  pesticides  were  used  during  the  year. 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts  1928  and  1936 

These  Regulations  are  strictly  observed  and  all  new  tanks  when  in- 
stalled are  tested  under  pressure  and  checked  in  liaison  with  the  Company’s 
representative. 

Number  of  renewal  licences  issued  ....  ....  ....  ....  137 

Number  of  new  licences  issued  ....  ....  ....  3 

Number  of  Carbide  licences  issued  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

When  tanks  are  no  longer  used  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  they 
are  either  removed  or  filled  with  water. 

Removal  of  Vehicles  (England  & Wales)  Regulations  1961 

One  vehicle  was  dealt  with  during  the  year  — a private  car  was  aban- 
doned on  the  grass  verge  of  the  A.46  road.  The  Police  and  the  County 
Surveyor’s  Department  were  kept  fully  informed  of  the  action  taken. 

Staff 

Mr.  A.  Walton,  who  started  as  a student  in  May  1961,  decided  in  Sept- 
ember 1962,  to  enter  the  Methodist  Ministry  and  commenced  his  training  in 
Devon  in  September  1962. 

Swimming  Pool,  Caistor 

No  real  progress  was  made  with  this  ; the  need  for  yotmg  children  to 
learn  to  swim  was  met,  to  some  extent,  by  the  opening  of  a new  indoor  pool 
at  Grimsby. 

Pea  Vinmg 

The  amount  of  peas  grown  in  the  area  (over  3 square  miles  of  land  were 
used  for  this  crop)  remained  about  the  same.  Some  minor  difficulties  arose 
but  the  problem  appears  to  be  less  urgent  than  was  the  case  in  the  previous 
year.  More  skill  is  being  acquired  in  the  vining  of  peas  and  in  the  making  of 
pea  silage  and  there  is  an  increasing  awareness  of  the  problems  involved  by 
the  haphazard  discharge  of  silage  liquor.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
growing  of  peas  on  a commercial  scale  is  to  be  a permanent  feature  of  the 
farming  scene  in  North  Lincolnshire  and  the  use  of  the  pea  haulms  as  silage 
is  likely  to  increase.  Some  nuisances  arises  from  silage  stacks  made  of  this 
material  and  when  they  are  opened  up  for  the  purpose  of  being  fed  to 
animals  a most  offensive  smell  is  likely  to  be  created.  Making  of  pea  silage 
is,  of  course,  sound  agricultural  practice  and  complainants,  who  are  very 
few,  have  to  accept  this. 
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Weather  — 1962 

I am  grateful  to  the  North  East  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  for  the  fol- 
lowing figures  : — 


Rainfall 

January  2.01 

February  0.72 

March  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.91 

April  ....  ....  ....  ....  2.39 

May  2.13 

June  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.35 

July  0.69 

August  ....  ....  ....  ....  3.47 

September  3.23 

October  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.69 

November  2.08 

December  1.28 

Total  19.95 


The  total  was  less  than  average  but  the  amount  that  fell  in  August  and 
September  (6.70ins  in  total)  was  a serious  handicap  to  farmers  in  the  harvest- 
ing of  crops.  The  amount  of  simshine  was  below  average. 
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